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FOREWORD

Antti Peltomäki
Deputy Director-General of the Internal Market, Industry,  
Entrepreneurship and SME, Directorate-General, European Commission

China is one of the most important sources of international travellers for the 
European Union (EU). It is important for the EU and China – both top world 
tourism destinations - to enhance cooperation at public and industry level.

For this purpose, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and European Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker designated 2018 as the EU-China Tourism Year. The shared 
objectives of the Year are clear. We want to improve mutual understanding and 
intercultural dialogue between European and Chinese peoples. We want to 
encourage more Europeans and Chinese to visit, discover and appreciate each 
other’s places, cultures and traditions, in particular the lesser known destinations. 
We want to stimulate opportunities for economic cooperation and investment 
and facilitate progress on EU-China visa facilitation and air connectivity.

In the context of the EU-China Tourism Year, we are implementing an ambitious 
programme of activities and events, aimed at increasing visitor flows and 
investments on both sides (https://ecty2018.org/).

This EU-China Tourism Year is an excellent opportunity to intensify inter-
institutional dialogue, but also to speak of our common journey at prestigious 
events, such as the Global Tourism Economic Forum. I wish to thank the 
organizers for hosting the European Union as an official partner region.

The European Union is rich in outstanding natural and cultural heritage, illustrated 
not only through more than 350 UNESCO World Heritage sites, but also through 
thousands of hidden gems and destinations waiting to be discovered. We are 
pleased to see that during the first four months of 2018, EU Member States are 
among the top ten international destinations with the fastest growth in terms of 
Chinese tourists. We hope that more and more Chinese visitors will enjoy all that 
Europe has to offer in terms of culture, nature, creativity and leisure.

We are committed to keeping the momentum and making the European Union 
even more ready to welcome Chinese travellers in 2018 and beyond.


































































































































































